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Art Unit: 3677 

Response to Amendment 

The reply filed on April 19, 2004 is not fully responsive to the prior Office Action because of the following 
omission(s) or matter(s): 

Applicant has failed to indicate if new claim 1 1 is drawn to the elected species. The Office action mailed 
December 19, 2002 states in pertinent part: "If claims are added after the election, applicant must indicate which are 
readable upon the elected species. MPEP § 809.02(a)" (page 2, 116, lines 3-5). Since applicant has not indicated if 
claim 1 1 is readable on the elected species, the amendment filed on April 19, 2004 is non-responsive. 

If applicant believes that new claim 1 1 reads on the elected species, then the amendment is also defective 
because applicant has failed to point out how new claim 1 1 is patentable over the applied art. Apphcant only 
provides a general allegation of the patentability of new claim 1 1 on page 9 in the first complete paragraph. 
Applicant therefore fails to specifically point out how the language of new claim 11 distinguishes over the applied 
art as required by 37 CFR. 1 . 1 1 1 . The pertinent portions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 1 1 comprising sections (b) and (c) are 
reproduced below for applicant's convenience: 

(b) In order to entitled k> riiconsi deration or furtjier exam- 
ination, the applicant or patent owner mus( reply to the OiTiec. 
«iciion. Tlie reply by the applicant or patent owner xim^x. be 
reduced fo a writing which distinctly and ,s|.>cdfkafly points out 
the .suppvs=>ed cnots in the examiner- s action and nittst reply to 
every grotiiKl ol' objectiofi and rejettion in the pn<n' < )tlic:e action, 
The reply must present argument.^ pointing out the. Jipecilic diH- 
linclions believed to render the clivim:^, including any newly pre- 
sented elainis. patentable over any applied releiences. li' the reply 
is with respect to an appHealion, a request inay he made that 
objections or requirements as to form not neeess.ary to further con- 
sideration of tlie claims he held in abeyance until allavvabie sub- 
ject inatier is in<licated. The applicant's or patent owner's tvply 
inust uppcjti throughout to be homt fiffe attempt to advirnee the 
application or the reexanii nation proceeding to final action. A 
"cncral allegiiti on that the claints define a patentable invention 
without speejftcally pointing out how the language ut (he clain^s 
paleniabiy distinguishes them Irom the references does not com- 
ply with the reqnirenients of this section. 

k') In amending in reply to a rejection of clrnnis in an appli- 
cation or patent under reexamination, the applicant or patent 
owner must clearly point out the patentable novelty which he or 
she thinks the ciaim.s present in view of the ^iaic of the art djs- 
closed In- the references cited or ihc objections Jiutde. The appli- 
cant or patent owner must also show how the aniendnnents avoid 
such refeivnec-s orobjecitons. 
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Since applicant has only provided a general allegation for the patentabiUty of new claim 1 1 without 
specifically indicating how the language of the claim patentably distinguishes over the applied references, the 
amendment filed on April 19, 2004 is non-responsive, assuming that applicant believes new claim 1 1 is readable on 
the eleaed species. 

See 37 CFR 1.111. Since the above-mentioned reply appears to be ^o«<afy/£fe, applicant is given ONE (1) 
MONTH or THIRTY (30) DAYS fi-om the mailing date of this notice, whichever is longer, within which to supply 
the omission or correction in order to avoid abandonment EXTENSIONS OF THIS TIME PERIOD MAY BE 
GRANTED UNDER 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications fi"om the examiner should be 
directed to James Brittain whose telephone number is (703) 308-2222. The examiner can normally be reached on 
M-F 5:30-2:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, tlie examiner's supervisor, J. J. Swann can 
be reached on (703) 306-41 15, The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application Information 
Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR 
or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more 
information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the 
Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (l^Q at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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